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establishment   of   school   libraries   throughout   Massa- Ksencour-
chusetts.    This the reformer brought to pass in a large
number "of towns and school districts through a sub- nbraneS5'
sidy from the state.    The first impulse was given these
institutions in 1838; and while the enthusiasm for their
creation and use lasted only five years, they were pro-
ductive of an immense amount of good in creating a
taste for proper reading and in democratizing educa-
tion.

But probably the most permanent means of stimu-
lating the revival and propagating the reforms led by
Horace Mann was the foundation by Massachusetts of and bis o-
the first public1 normal schools in this country.   A
devoted friend of Mann2 offered to donate ten thou-

normal

sand dollars for this purpose, in case the state would
supply a like amount. This generous proposal was
accepted by the legislature in 1838. It was decided to
found three schools, so located that all parts of the

1 James G. Carter established a short-lived normal institution in 1821 at
Lancaster, Massachusetts, arid the Rev. Samuel R. Hall conducted schools
of this character in Vermont at Concord (1823-1830), Andover (1830-
1837), and Plymouth (1837-1840); but the normals founded through
Mann were the first under state auspices.   See Dexter, History of Edu-
cation in the United States, pp. 373 5.
2 Edmund Dwight, the member of the Board who had been most in-
strumental in bringing about the selection of Mann, and afterward as-
sisted the work of the Board by gifts' on several occasions and by supple-
ments to Mann's salary, made this offer anonymously.